
 

 

z 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Document: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND THE IMPACT THE 
STUDENT COMMAND HAS 



1 

 

 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Economic Freedom Fighters (herein EFF) celebrates its 9th Anniversary this year 

(2022). The founding year (2013) of the Economic Freedom Fighters, is critical for the 

party to take cognizance of its commitment to International Relations as symbolized on 

the logo; the northern tip of the continent shall be a gold star, representing the 

progressive internationalist character of our African Revolution, international solidarity 

and the pursuit of total emancipation of the oppressed peoples of the world. 

2. The world has been plagued by wars driven by superpowers, resulting in global citizens 

coalescing around the common aspiration to end greed. However, some liberation 

movements lost their compass post-liberation and others yielded from the rib of full 

and uncompromised liberation both political and economic continued to fight 

relentlessly for full economic freedom and justice. 

3. The fight to achieve economic freedom for South Africans, the continent, and the 

oppressed people of the world is therefore a pivotal feature of the program of the 

Economic Freedom Fighters. 

4. The EFF is a revolutionary economic emancipation movement that is an integral part 

of the international revolutionary movement to liberate humanity from the bondage of 

capitalism and Imperialism. 

5. The EFF draws inspiration from developments around the world on what has been done 

to advance the development and betterment of peoples’ lives in the aftermath of the 

defeat of colonialism and imperialism. 

6. Over the years of our struggle for economic emancipation, our political, economic, and 

ideological ethos has been based on principles of internationalism and solidarity. 

Fighters must appreciate that the question of international relations is the most complex 

terrain of struggle. It is primarily about power and hegemony. At the heart of this 

important question is how we locate our interest within the unfolding world realities. 

7. Our foremost immediate task is to expand the influence of our organization as part of 

efforts to transform the world into a better place for humanity. 

8. This discussion document aims at explaining the context in which the party ought to 

shape its internationalist outlook in an extensively capitalist-driven global environment 

that is fraught with changes in the balance of forces and the influence that EFF will 

muster through its vision for economic freedom for the oppressed through its party-to-

party relations, the influence of the Economic Freedom Fighters Students Command 
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(Herein EFFSC), continental and international solidarity and campaigns in achieving 

progressive internationalism. 

B. THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT TODAY- CURRENT STATE OF INTERNATIONAL 
LAW 

1. The "New World Order" relates to the international relations between sovereign 

countries or regions, its emergence reaches into the domestic life of individual 

countries. The democratization of Eastern Europe and fundamental changes to NATO, 

the former Soviet Union, Germany, and the European Union has influenced budgets, 

employment, social welfare, economic growth, and many other aspects of the life of 

the states involved. Contrary to initial expectations, these changes have not brought 

general peace and prosperity. 

2. From an economic perspective, the end of the old East/West confrontation brought 

increased competition for investment funds and markets but also opportunities to forge 

new economic partnerships and blocs. The World Trade Organization (WTO) is 

expected to play a more active role in the promotion of global trade and the resolution 

of trade disputes than was the case under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

(GATT). But there is the risk that the gap between the "haves" of the North and the 

"have-nots" of the South may grow and thus give rise to increased friction, particularly 

regarding scarce resources. 

3. South Africa, as a small to medium-sized economic power with an open economy that 

is dependent on international trade, will have to play a role in the constructive 

advancement of the new "economic" world order towards a more equitable set of 

practices. 

4. The political and security dimensions of developing new order are equally 

challenging. While democratization has brought human rights to many citizens all over 

the globe, the security risks have not decreased dramatically. There has been a shift 

from the previous risks of super-power nuclear confrontation to other forms of 

insecurity, often of a more regional or domestic nature. 

5. Extremist organizations are a threat to peace and revived nationalist movements in 

some areas threaten to spill over borders and trigger prolonged conflict. Ethnic 

conflicts, organized crime, drug trafficking, cross-border migration, refugees, and 

continued arms proliferation are also elements that lead to friction between 

neighboring countries and a heightened state of tension. 
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6. The African continent, to whose future South Africa is inextricably linked, cannot 

escape the impact of the new world order. In the formulation and implementation of 

South Africa's foreign policy on the continent, particular attention will have to be given 

to measures to prevent conflict; the monitoring of events; becoming involvement in 

concerted preventive diplomacy, and ways to influence the emergence of a 

constructive new order on the continent in a positive and significant manner. 

7. The discussion of South Africa's foreign policy and the practical aspects of international 

relations must be seen to take place against the background of the real world and the 

limitations it imposes on us. 

8. The EFF vision for economic freedom is centered around capitalist exploitation, for it 

has been normalized that the world is an arena of protracted struggle characterized 

by legacies spanning thousands of years. The panorama of nationalities, languages, 

cultures, and traditions characterizing the theatre of the world gives credence to the 

popular song “Pamberi ne Chimurenga, Pamberi ne Hondo’’ (Forward with the 

Revolution, Forward with War) 

9. The twenty-eight (28) years of democracy have been wasted by South Africa’s 

liberation movement, hence the fight against colonialism and imperialism is left in the 

hands of the Economic Freedom Fighters to ensure the national and continental 

security of natural resources and to destroy mass exploitation of the people. 

10. What is required is our endless contribution to the outcry of the continent, despite the 

continent viewing South Africa as a sub-imperial power, due to the economic trajectory 

of South Africa being fundamentally and principally flawed based on the National 

Development Plan and New Growth Path. The guiding strategy is our political, 

economic and ideological basis for taking certain principled positions amid complex 

world realities. 

11. One of the important tasks of our Economic Emancipation Revolution (Herein EER) is 

to grapple with the demands of the ever-changing complex world’s material conditions. 

Our theoretical understanding of the world is derived from the traditions of our 

movement of the analysis of the balance of forces. 

12. Imperialism has plunged humanity into a perpetual socio-economic crisis. The high 

levels of poverty, inequality, unemployment, disease, and underdevelopment confirm 

our long-held view that the capitalist market economy cannot resolve its 

contradictions. 

13. Despite gains made since the democratic breakthrough in 1994, our people are still 
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facing the structural consequences of the apartheid colonial realities of oppression 

and exploitation. Our people bear the brunt of poverty, inequality, unemployment, disease, 

and underdevelopment which is still the principal characteristic of our society. 
14. The governing party has not been able to consolidate the posture of our foreign policy 

in the continent and the world to advance our national interest and this has severely 

compromised the African Agenda; which has resulted in a continent that has been 

betrayed. 

15. The crucial question now is whether the EFF can use the opportunities we enjoy in the 

international relations platforms to advance the objectives of our national interest. Of 

importance do we relate to our understanding of the principles of internationalism and 

solidarity to achieve the fundamental objectives of our economic emancipation 

revolution? 

16. Our answer to this question will help us expand our sphere of influence within the 

international arena. Therefore, our main objective is to consolidate the leadership role 

of our country within the realms of the international world. 

17. South African foreign policy was characterized by Human Rights and Morality under 

President Mandela. President Mbeki’s term was characterized by African Renaissance 

and Mediation. While President Zuma’s term was focused on economic diplomacy and 

the alignment of foreign policy to domestic imperatives, peacekeeping, and mediation. 

18. Economic injustice that perpetuated indignation of our people who, to date are 

subjected to open toilets and our people continue to live in shacks without proper 

sanitation and running water let alone quality education and healthcare. 

19. The main objective of our revolution is to create prospects for meaningful participation 

of most of our people in the mainstream economy. 

20. South African foreign policy keeps losing its moral obligation to the nation and the 

continent and is left with individuals who seek to abuse their access to power as a 

means of deeming irrelevant even the most basic principle of national sovereignty. 

21. While the economic situation presents a gloomy picture, the continual rise of emerging 

economies led by China in the world economy keeps heralding a new dawn of hope for 

further possibilities of new world order. 

22. In the past twenty-eight years of our democratic dispensation, we have witnessed an 

increased growth in trade relations between our country and the People’s Republic of 

China. China–South Africa trade and investment have been on a pedestal both 

quantitatively and qualitatively. 
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23. During the last 25 years the exports of China to South Africa have increased at an 

annualized rate of 13.4%, from $640M in 1995 to $14.7B in 2020. In 2020, South Africa 

exported $11.9B to China. 

24. The foreign policy outlook of South Africa lacks the necessary cause for agitation and 

decisiveness that the African Agenda requires to place the nation and the continent on 

a firm grounding towards a continent that has historically been seen as the dark 

continent however rich with mineral and natural resources that have fueled the most 

successful economies the world over and has still not left South Africa as a middle-

income country. 

25. In terms of our global status, our opinions continue to matter only as far as the next 

business deal and the people of the country continue not to benefit from the current 

approach to South African foreign policy. 

26. South Africa’s presence in the United Nations Security Council continues to be 

insignificantly reflective of its foreign policy. The Security Council, the main UN 

peacemaking body, still dominated by the victors of the Second World War, has not 

lived up to its mandate. It has allowed conflicts to proliferate and intervened arbitrarily. 

27. United Nations Security Council remains unequal, undemocratic, and 

unrepresentative to all countries, precisely reflecting the unequal distribution of power 

and Africa’s inability to push its agenda. 

28. For as long as there is no equal sovereignty of countries around the world, the current 

situation of multilateralism will remain limited. Essentially multilateralism (as 

international governance) is unequal as they function politically and economically within 

the guidelines of Western institutions such as the UN, WTO, etc 

29. Reform of the structures of global governance, including the United Nations Security 

Council, must remain a key focus, including on how to ensure that the African Common 

Position, known as the Ezulwini Consensus, advances the reform of the UN. 
C. INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK 
1. The intention of international relations should be in the primary to secure the economic 

strength and negotiating power with the world and not compromise the prime value of 

the continent through structures that retain its continued access and exploitation of the 

continent. 

2. EFF is fundamentally based on economic freedom in our life for our people and this, 

therefore, requires that the seven non-negotiable cardinal pillars are at the center of 

what is in the national interest of the EFF. Global interest cannot find expression if 
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poverty, inequality, and growing unemployment remain our challenges. It is hence 

that the EFF international policy outlook will ensure that all international relationships 

are primarily in the national interest, which is to achieve economic freedom in our 

lifetime for our people. 

3. The direct inclination of the EFF to the left is a deliberate commitment to the working 

class and oppressed people not only in the country but the continent and the globe. 

The deliberate intention of the EFF to fight the struggles of the working class is a direct 

attack on the capital. 

4. EFF condemns the continued ownership of the means of production in South Africa 

remains in the hands of the white minority and this is perpetuated by the irony that the 

people of this country do not enjoy economic freedom because we are still paying the 

debt of the white minority. This is the double jeopardy that our people face. It is 

therefore that the EFF calls for the immediate cancellation of apartheid debt as 

apartheid has been declared a crime against humanity and hence this is a violation of 

International Law. 

5. The EFF, therefore, reaffirms that no change has accrued to South Africa’s 

international position pre- and post-democracy as we remain exploited, colonized, 

and still developing, 

6. EFF will radically pursue the democratization and radical transformation of multilateral 

bodies so that they are reflective of the countries of the world as opposed to reflecting 

the economic and military strength of countries. This equally applies to South Africa’s 

presence in the United Nations Security Council. 

7. The EFF must agitate for a radical transformation of the United Nations (Security 

Council) to be democratic and representative of the ideals and aspirations of the African 

people. The role of the UNSC is highly questionable as its mandate has been outdated 

as a consequence of the failings of the League of Nations since its failure after World 

War II. Like all other institutions established in the name of peace, these have 

continued to perpetuate War and division amongst the people of the African continent 

and the world. 

8. The EFF rejects all international financial institutions as these institutions have always 

undermined the prosperity of the African continent and have ensured control and the 

limitation of success through Structural Adjustment Programmes and indebtedness 

that have ultimately increased poverty and inequality on the continent. 
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9. The EFF is committed to ensuring that the IMF and World Bank and other financial 

institutions are committed to full development, prosperity sovereignty of the African 

people and the oppressed people of this world. 

 
D. CURRENT STATE OF INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF FORCES 
1. This year the people of the African continent and the world marked the 59th-anniversary 

celebrations of the formation of the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The OAU is the 

most important political instrument used to accelerate the process of the 

decolonization of the continent. 

2. The OAU, which is now the African Union (AU), has played a significant political 

leadership role in the struggle of our people against imperialism and colonial domination. 

The AU continues to occupy the forefront trenches of our struggle to build a better Africa 

from the shambles of imperialism and neo-colonialism. 

3. The African Union, during the Summit of May 2013, adopted a solemn declaration that 

rededicated the collective leadership for the development of the continent. The 

declaration also called for the development of a continental agenda that will guide our 

work towards a peaceful, integrated, and prosperous Africa, driven by its citizens and 

taking its rightful place in the world by 2063. 

4. The evolving Agenda 2063 is currently premised on seven inspirational pillars, which 

are: 

• A prosperous Africa based on inclusive growth and sustainable development. 

• An Integrated Continent, politically united, based on the ideals of Pan Africanism. 

• An Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for Human Rights, Justice, and 

the Rule of Law. 

• A peaceful and secure Africa. 

• An Africa with strong cultural values and ethics. 

• An Africa where development is people-driven, relying particularly on the potential 
of women and youth; and 

• Africa as a strong and influential global player and partner. 

5.  In highlighting the above aspirations, the African people unequivocally expressed a 

collective desire to uplift the continent from the morass of underdevelopment and 

degradation. With Agenda 2063, the AU is rallying all African people to join the march 
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for the rebirth of the African Continent in all aspects – to extend our political liberation 

to economic, cultural, and social liberation. 

6. The global economic crisis of 2007 provided the EFF with an opportunity to agitate for 

a more socialist world economy with intensified state intervention. The EFF considers 

that radical progressive internationalism must be centered on a very transformational 

approach to multilateralism, social justice, and the transformation of global political 

and economic structures to transform the current system of global governance in an 

equitable and just manner. 

7. SA can no longer find itself treading a thin line of appeasement when it faces critical 

decisions around the massive injustices that have been overlooked by international 

structures that claim to uphold human rights and social justice. 

8. The reality is that Africa and South Africa, in general, remain the most strategic 

continent, people, and resources to secure control over the globe. To make a succinct 

analysis of the international balance of forces, it is the submission of the EFF that the 

African continent is fully resourced to capture and drive economic freedom. 

9. Africa is seen as the continent that has a youthful population and hence with the growing 

aging population of the West the reliance of Africa to produce an armed force for battle 

and war would be convenient in pacifying its electorate. 

10. The single goal of the US is to realign the global power shift from East to West and any 

case for development has been long lost as we have not seen the so-called 

development, aid, and peacekeeping initiative in the continent yielding any positive 

outcomes. Poverty, inequality, and unemployment have increased, and the continent 

still suffers massive insecurity and instability due to growing terrorism and strife. 

11. It is hence that the EFF considers looking East for progressively relations as opposed 

to West, however notwithstanding the potential threats of influence and conditions in the 

national interest and to achieve full prosperity for the continent. 

12. The balance of forces in the world that have posted the Cold War has substantially 

shifted, however, if not carefully guarded Africa’s people and resources will remain the 

most compromised and exploited by either successor of the world superpower. 

13. The imperative must therefore be to ensure the smooth governance, democracy, and 

economy of the continent before global institutions. This requires a radical approach to 

transforming the global systems of governance by reasserting the systems of 
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governance within the continent. This has resulted in massive distrust in the continent 

of SA. 

14. The EFF resolves that there is a need for the building of solidarity within the continent 

and establishing relationships with like-minded organizations in the continent and the 

world and further strengthening the call for economic freedom by establishing a global 

movement for economic freedom. 

 
E. THE IMPACT OF THE ECONOMIC FREEDOM FIGHTERS TUDENT’SMMAND 

1. The EFF SC is a vigorous student vanguard organization leading the revolutionary 

masses in the fight against the class enemy. The EFF SC takes lessons from the 

notation that “political power, without economic emancipation, is meaningless”. The 

Movement is inspired by ideals promoted and practiced through organic forms of 

political leadership. 

2. One of the aims and objectives of the EFFSC is to participate in the worldwide 

struggle for the complete eradication of imperialism, colonialism, racism, and all 

other forms of discrimination. 

3. In doing so, the EFFSC is to establish and sustain a student society that cherishes 

revolutionary cultural values and to create conditions for total political and economic 

emancipation, prosperity, and equitable rights for all students in higher learning 

institutions. 

4. The first non-negotiable founding principle of the EFFSC is, “mobilizing students 

behind the struggle for economic freedom, embodied in the EFF Founding 

Manifesto. 

5. The fifth non-negotiable founding principle of the EFFSC states that “participating in 

progressive international campaigns and programs. 
F. EFF LEADING AFRICA AND THE WORLD’S PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS 

1. The EFF’s focus on internationalism inclines the party to consolidate and engage on 

global issues and align with progressive socialist organizations internationally. 

2. Our interactions must be based on solidarity with the people and society’s 

progressive internationalism in Latin America that requires our interaction to 

enhance and realize our position on Anti-imperialism. 

3. This will ensure that engagements on matters affecting global dynamics including 

the global economy and globalization are paramount towards the radical 

transformation of global structures and powers. 
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4. The EFF pioneered a continental fight against the current neo-liberal outlook by 

ensuring the radicalization of the African Union upholds anti-imperialism, respect 

for sovereignty, and multilaterally approved interventions as opposed to interference 

into the affairs of sovereign and democratically elected countries. 

5. EFF strengthened political, social, and economic- relations with all progressive 

African countries for the advancement of freedom, peace, security, and 

development. 

6. EFF seeks to pursue greater economic integration within the African continent 

starting with the pursuit of a SADC-wide customs union. 

7. Central to the task of leading the continent and world’s progressive movement is 

building strong generational consciousness and urgency towards the much-

anticipated economic freedom for the continent. 

8. The EFFSC on the other hand will assist by establishing and sustaining a student 

society that cherishes revolutionary cultural values and creates conditions for total 

political and economic emancipation, prosperity, and equitable rights for all 

students in higher learning institutions. 

9. The youth of the continent are in numerical advantage and ought to occupy positions 

of leadership as a means of determining the agenda for Africa and the world as it 

lays out the agenda for development and industrialization of the continent to 

address the imbalanced political economy of the continent and strive towards African 

unity and prosperity. 

 
 
G. CAMPAIGNS 

 
Our campaigns will include the quashing of apartheid debt and calling for a revolutionary 

transformation agenda as opposed to a diplomatic one but in the main will drive the African 

Agenda and secure that internationalism is progressive and revolutionary and have a 

radical plan as opposed to only solidarity 
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CAMPAIGN PERIOD COMMITMENT 
Sizofunda Ngenkani Continuous The EFFSC is committed to ending 

commodified education. Focus on 
west Africa. 

Indigenous African Languages 21 February The emphasis on African languages as 

a medium for education and research 
and development in the continent 

Elimination of racial 
Discrimination 

26 March End all forms of racial discrimination 

against the African people and 

redress the patterns of inequality on 

the continent and the world 

Africa Day 25 May I will call for the hosting of the 

gathering of organizations and 

formations striving for economic 

freedom 

International Youth Day 12 August Africa's youth bulge and growing 

youthful population and creating 

solidarity and awareness on the 

challenges   both   historical   and 

contemporary 

Human Right Day 21 March Ensuring that Human Rights are not 

simply documented but grow the path 

of current abuses and exploitation on 
the continent 

World AIDS day 1 December Raise awareness and ensure that the 

current trade agreements have 

provisions for the expansion of 

antiretrovirals for HIV AND AIDS-

infected 

persons on the continent 
Campaigns against 
exploitation 
of students and the youth 

Continuous This will be continuous as we raise and 

highlight the constant challenges 

facing students and the youth 
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H. CONCLUSION 
1. To achieve radical progressive internationalism, the EFF needs to keep its 

commitment to ensuring that Research and Development are at the center of its 

understanding of the global trends and shifts in politics and the economy. 

2. In so doing it is imperative that centers of excellence are established and that 

exchange programs are encouraged for the exchange of skills, ideas, and 

development for members of the party and those committed to Economic Freedom in 

our lifetime. 

3. Furthermore, the EFFSC must be used as a strategic partner to mobilize students and 

the youth in the struggle for economic emancipation. 

 
 
SELECTED QUESTIONS THAT FIGHTERS SHOULD CONSIDER FOR DISCUSSION 

 
1. Our foreign policy and practice must reflect our understanding of national interests, 

balanced with our pan-African and south solidarity and broader international 

cooperation. What precisely does “national interests” mean in the pursuit of our 

international agenda? 

2. The African Union adopted the agenda 2063 framework document – “The Africa We 

Want”. What mechanisms can we use to domesticate Agenda 2063 for all South 

Africans; and how do we popularize it so that South Africans take ownership of Agenda 

2063? 

3. The rise of terror groups on the African continent and the Middle East presents a dual 

challenge of local grievances combined with international strategies and allegiances. 

How do we understand the root causes of these terror groups to combat these threats 

in the long term? 

4. What is important for Africa when we discuss sustainable development? 

5. What is the significance of the BRICS to the international balance of forces? How 

important is the decision the establishment of the New BRICS Development Bank and 

the establishment of the first regional office in South Africa? 

6. The reform of the UN system and the global governance architecture more broadly is a 

matter of global fairness and justice. Is it time to think more broadly about South Africa’s 
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formal positions (for example the Ezulwini Consensus, amongst others), to ensure that 

the reform process comes to fruition? 

7. What can be done to both strengthen and deepen intra-African trade in the coming years 

to ensure that regional integration becomes a reality? 

8. Now and again, we see an explosion of “xenophobic” violence (attack on foreign 

nationals), in South Africa. What could be the causes and how can the EFF address 

and respond to these challenges on the matter? 
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