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FREE KANYA CEKESHE

1. Duration:

This project was officially running from the August 2019 – December 2019.

2. Description:

This programme was a campaign to compel the government to release student activist Kanya 
Cekeshe who was – we believe – wrongfully incarcerated for his part in Fees Must Fall protests. 
Cekeshe was sentenced to imprisonment for multiple charges, ranging from public violence to the 
destruction of property. Ours was a clear call on the President of the Republic of South Africa (RSA) 
to pardon the activist, as well as the Minister of Justice to scrap his criminal record. 

3. Objectives:

This campaign had two simple objectives:
• The first was to raise awareness around what we believed to be the immoral detention of 
#FeesMustFall Activist Kanya Cekeshe.
• The second was to ensure that we roll out various political actions to push for Kanya to 
receive a Presidential Pardon. 
• The third was to ensure that Cekeshe’s criminal record is scrapped.

4. Achievements:

Kanya Cekeshe was released on a Presidential Pardon by the President of the Republic of South 
Africa on the 24th December 2019.

5. Challenges:

We faced multiple challenges in the pursuit of Cekeshe’s freedom, some are:

• Extreme resistance from the DHET.
• Extreme resistance from the state and its judicial organs.
• Extreme resistance from reactionary academics and influencers in the space.
• Extreme resistance – surprisingly – from reactionary students.

Irrespective, we never gave up, never lost hope, soldiered on and secured our cadre the pardon he 
deserved. We did this not because of any political motivation, but from a principled grounding that 
Kanya is no criminal, and did not deserve to be imprisoned for fighting for free, decolonized, quality 
and well-resourced education. 

History has no blank pages, and we pray it be unforgiving to the agents of witchcraft who wanted 
Kanya Cekeshe to remain in prison. History must judge them, harshly.
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